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STANDARDS FOR LICENSED FAMILY DAY HOMES 

Part I. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

 

22 VAC 40-111-10. Definitions. 

 

The following words and terms when used in this chapter shall have the 
following meanings unless the context clearly indicates otherwise: 

 

"Accessible" means capable of being entered, reached, or used. 

 

"Adult" means any individual 18 years of age or older. 

 

"Age-appropriate" means suitable to the chronological age and individual 
needs of a child. 

 

"Assistant" means an individual who helps the provider or substitute provider 
in the care, protection, supervision, and guidance to children in the home. 

 

"Body fluids" means urine, feces, vomit, blood, saliva, nasal discharge, and 
tissue discharge. 

 

"Caregiver" means an individual who provides care, protection, supervision, 
and guidance to children in the home and includes the provider, substitute 
provider, and assistant. 

 

"Child" means an individual under 18 years of age. 

 

"Child day program" means a regularly operating service arrangement for 
children where, during the absence of a parent or guardian, a person or 
organization has agreed to assume responsibility for the supervision, protection, 
and well-being of a child under the age of 13 for less than a 24-hour period. 

 

"Child with special needs" means a child with developmental disabilities, 
intellectual disabilities, emotional disturbance, sensory or motor impairment, or 
significant chronic illness who requires special health surveillance or specialized 
programs, interventions, technologies, or facilities. 

 

"Cleaned" means treated in such a way as to remove dirt and debris by 
scrubbing and washing with soap and water or detergent solution and rinsing with 
water. 
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"Commissioner" means the Commissioner of the Virginia Department of Social 

Services. 

 

"Department" means the Virginia Department of Social Services. 

 

"Department's representative" means an employee or designee of the Virginia 
Department of Social Services, acting as the authorized agent of the 
commissioner. 

 

"Evacuation" means movement of occupants out of the building to a safe area 
near the building. 

 

"Family day home" means a child day program offered in the residence of the 
provider or the home of any of the children in care for one through 12 children 
under the age of 13, exclusive of the provider's own children and any children who 
reside in the home, when at least one child receives care for compensation. A 
family day home serving five through 12 children, exclusive of the provider's own 
children and any children who reside in the home, shall be licensed. A family day 
home caring for more than four children under the age of two years, including the 
provider's own children and any children who reside in the home, shall be 
licensed or voluntarily registered. A family day home where the children in care 
are all related to the provider by blood or marriage shall not be required to be 
licensed. 
 

Interpretation of “family day home”:  A family day home serving five to 12 children, 
exclusive of the provider’s own children and any children who reside in the home, is 
required to be licensed. 
 
If more than 12 children are in care, exclusive of the provider’s own children and any 
children who reside in the home, a child day center license is required.  Code of Virginia 
§ 63.2-100 
 

 

"Good character and reputation" means knowledgeable and objective people 
agree that the individual (i) maintains business, professional, family, and 
community relationships that are characterized by honesty, fairness, and 
truthfulness; and (ii) demonstrates a concern for the well-being of others to the 
extent that the individual is considered suitable to be entrusted with the care, 
guidance, and protection of children. Relatives by blood or marriage, and people 
who are not knowledgeable of the individual, such as recent acquaintances, shall 
not be considered objective references. 

 

"High school program completion or the equivalent" means an individual has 
earned a high school diploma or General Education Development (G.E.D.) 
certificate, or has completed a program of home instruction equivalent to high 
school completion.  


